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"THANKS TO MY WIFE, WHO INSPIRED ME TO START WRITING, AND MY THREE DAUGHTERS AND
SON-IN-LAW WHO SUPPORTED ME ALONG THE WAY. AND TO BETH, WHO FLIES WITHOUT A
CAPE.”

SkiP BRITTENHAM

“To SALLY, IAN AND MORGAN. ..MY GREATEST SUPPORT AND EVER WONDERFUL CRITICS.
AND TO THE MEMORY OF MY MOTHER MILDRED AND BROTHER JAMES WHO ALWAYS

ENCOURAGED MY WORK. "
BriAN HABERLIN

“To My FAMILY PHIL, DIANE AND NIYA.
AND TO VERONICA.”

GEIRROD VAN DYKE



IT HAPPENS...

JUST LIKE IT

DOES ALMOST
_ EVERY NIGHT.

SESTUS PRIME. STANDARD
FIRST CONTACT MISSION
PER CONGLOMERATE SPECS.







PLAIN OL’ HUBRIS.

| HLWH\UBRIS SUST g
1

-
 NEXT THING | KNEW A WEAPON‘I H

SAFETIES OFF. IF IT WENT
 BAD, THEN T WANTED MY
PROTECTE

o

" DISCHARGED. A GLITCH... TOOK

I WENT AGAINST PROTOC
9
OUT THEIR LEADER.

g e

| s—

=

THEY JUST KEPT COMING AT us...\_‘ H

THOUSANDS OF THEM. BUT WE

MADE IT OUT BY THE SKIN OF OUR
_ TEETH. THE @@@5@@?

MY CONGLOMERATE BOSSES DEEMED THEM TOO
HOSTILE FOR PEACEFUL CONTACT. THEY WIPED
THEM OFF THE PLANET WITH NEUTRONS. LEFT IT A

CLEAN NEW WORLD FOR THEM TO MARK AS THEIR &
OWN ON SOME BIG MAP OF THE UNIVERSE. N- ©

H B MY FAULT... MY RESPONSIBILITY.L‘ [I \\&
_

AND [|‘VE BEEN PAYING
FOR IT EVER SINCE.
5l




L
_lTHAT WAS YEARS AGO.

o [ :'r"{f{\‘l' :
I WAS AN ENFORCER...
. Y. HIGH UP IN THE
F THING

‘J' meen . D B _ /v"‘:
NOW I'M A MEN/AL... PRETIY. | -
LOW DOWN IN THE SCHEA
OF THINGS.
-

[ CONGLOMERATE
; \ROBOT
F HUMANS...”

S

"fF__:.

S

.

- —
7 =

WE GET THE JOBS THAT ARE
TOO DANGEROUS TO/RISK
: A GOOD PROIP ON.

.

|E STOPPED TALKING
YOU KNOW, WHAT, T MEAN
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ﬂ Lsnu_, COULD BE WORSE. L‘
- N |

N
X

I

HELL OF A V/EW

N

MY OFFICE HAS ONE" h

-
WA Ve,

WE REALLY DID A NUMBERa% THE OLD HOME WORLD.
: LATION LIV I'F ORBIT NOW... OP

 IN ONE OF THE
VEN LESS LUCKY

I§

AND THESE DAYS I’D SAY
I’M PRETTY UNLUCKY. H




THE CONGLOMERATE... HOW.DO.THE I
COMMERCIALS PUT IT7 GH, YEAH... |||

_ g

e

-

gt #. ‘J—_ﬂ, - -
= I ‘BUILDING A BETTER TOMORR

- - -

B !jﬁ' ol A

ALL ROADS LEAD TO THE CONGLOMERATE...
NOI COUNTRIES ANY MORE... NO INDEPENDENT
PLANETS. JUST THE CONGLOMERATE...

AND THAT‘S' HOW! THEY  LIKE IT.

MCVD%E, GET OUT OF ITS WAY OR BE SHOVED ASIDE...
I WAS SHOVED ASIDE... SO MUCH HUMAN GARBAGE...
A MENIAL.... THE LOWEST OF THE LOW... YEP...

THAT’S ME.
»
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( | =T __* "_\ 8-

g ik |
INNERIERSEREIBEINEYASE
FEPULEEREs 57, =55, m/Eo at = ; i 3 "5‘
E l : . AND AS THE CONGLOMERATE ADS ALSO

SAY, WELCOME TOI THE TH/RP' GOLBDEN
AGE OF MAN!.
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" ALL HELL WITH THE OCCASIONAL SPONSORSHIP AD SCROLLING
 STORIES DOWN. THE ARTIFICIAL RAYS D'?NQT \AKE IT THAT FAR.
ik : # A § \\

iy

= e

e

= 5 e = §
N | [ 3 ¥ > K y &
IE UPPER CITY. HERE THERE IS/ LIGHT AND SKY, FAKE AS

ROSS IT... BUT STILL BETTER THAN WHERE'I LIVE, ABOUT 3000

(g AR R
o | (EARLARRE S

/ BITCH... YOU
-G

LIFE’S A

14

YEAH... AND
NICE DOIN’

BUSINESS
\/wrm you,
ToO.




i i , - HEY. I

| : - REMEMBER YOU.
; THE ETHUSLIAN

cAME:GN... THAT

WAS|SOMETHIN’,
HUH? I WAS IN

MAINTENANCE.

“MAINTENANC E’”

HEY, 1MY
FRI, IS

R i) THAT’S =
B RIGHT...

. YOU'RE &0
P NOTHIN'

NOw...
JUST LIKE
us...

"P':il'lg stock ; 3 _ =y I - REMEMBER
i ] . — ; THAT/
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= THANK/ by
ou .5

JASSON... . =L <

- “
e

HELLO... / .

AND. THANK YOU
JASSON FOR THE KIND
INTRODUCTION. WE ARE
THE ELITE. ALL OF US
HERE TODAY ARE LEVEL
ONE SHAREHOLPERS.

WE HAVE WHATEVER
WE NEED OR PRETTY
MUCH WANT IN LIFE...
WHAT WILL BE OUR

LEGACY?




FOR
EXAMPLE, TAKE THE
NURBA/... A PEACEFUL
RACE IN A NEARBY SYSTEM...
FORCED TO LEAVE THEIR
OWN PLANET BY THE
CONGLOMERATE...

OF
: COURSE, THEIR
WORLD JUST HAPPENED TO
HAVE RICH MINERAL RESOURCES...
RESOURCES THAT WERE QUICKLY
SURFACE-MINED, RENDERING
THEIR HOA&%éNK UNLIVABLE

7. BLIE
WE HAVE DOCUMENTED
THEM ALL AS FALSEHOODS.
INNOCENT LIVES LOST AND
DISRUPTED, ALL IN THE NAME

2 OF PROFITS!
ACCORDING \
TO TONNI, THERE ARE / -

DOZENS OF OTHER SPECIES
THAT HAVE BEEN FORCEFULLY
RELOCATED FROM THEIR

NATIVE WORLDS. OH, ~

THEY MAKE UP SOME
EXCUSE...

SAY THE
CONGLOMERATE
COULD BE... NO...

BRIGHT SHINING STAR

OF ENLIGHTENMENT IN
THE UNIVERSE...

\IF

WE VOTE WITH
OUR SHARES, WE
CAN CHANGE THE
WAY THINGS ARE

DONE/

k.

)

A INSPIRED

YES,
I BELIEVE
IT IS,
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é‘s/

WELCOME |
HOME, JOrT.

SOMEONE

. TOSSED A PERFECTLY

.. GOOD HOLO VID...
' LOOKS LIKE A

 ALRIGHT/

e

THANKS!/

HEY

WHAT ARE BIG_\ L
BROTHERS FOR, &%
ANYWAY?
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THEY
DON‘T LIKE
MENIALS

SCANNED

A DOZEN

TIMES.

I'M -
5022’{ be :.'I',,

t DIDYOU
. GETI/T?_

« eyl

L
YOU’VE EVE
EVEN SEEN
REAL H

WHEN I'M
BETTER WE’L|

SOON /—

WE’LL HAVE
YOU RIGHT
A?V\ RAIN,

OM. )

PROMISE.

19
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EUNSIDE dUIES;
BEBRIMENT

YOU CAN
ALWAYS FIND
e LOWER

b LEVELS.

HEY, L
GOT A Goop

™ THIS SECTION.

REMEMBER
I LIKE THAT
OR/ON

SECLIRIT
—l/// OVERRIOE,

NO/WE
HAVEN’T DONE
ANYTHING. THERE
|\ MUST BE SOM

-\ T MISTARE!
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THAT ONE —

BEFORE.

THERE.
LET’S SEE.

pLEEP

TWO, FEEL
FREE TO
CONT INUE.

= N

AND HOPE
WE DIDN‘T




“RUIN

: ‘_;i--.;_ I
| _g'AlD, you
A

HEARD -

. SOME NOISE.
JUST CHECKING.
UH... NO PROBLEM.

i NO...
ON SECOND
THOUGHT, I

LONG TIME,
JON.. AREN‘'T

INVITE AN OLD
SQUAD BUDDY

IN? \

BROTHER.
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mmmmm@mm@r

REE: EﬂTﬂEJﬂIEH‘LHIDV IE?S JLFIELD LT ] IATRTEES '

N —

NITY TO
OUR CURRENT
LICIES AND TO TAKE

BACK THE MORAL HIGH

‘GROUND WE HAVE
: LosT

SOMETIMES
ORPORATION
D DEMONSTRATE
'ZJ, RESPONSIBILITY
R A TIME, IGNORE
PURSUIT OF
-‘--‘_,- IATE PROFITS.

R

RESFOINSE F
FROM LEVEL OME
DOARAL B8958-69362
REPRESENTING
LCOMNGLOMTERATE
COmMmUMTICATIONS
LCORFP.

LUNT. WE MUST NEVEF
E§ ' NOT IN soms Wf;IMZ/CAL
1 E PLANETA
SYS MS ARE SECIJE AND
SAFE SOLELY BECAUSE THE
GREAT CORPORATIONS JOINED
TOGETHER AND IN THEIR

WISDOM FORMED THE
CONGLOMERATE.
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LOMERATE
TH [CREATED ANC
THE INTERPLANET

DISCOVERED

CONGLC
DEAL WITH V
STANDS IN ITS '

DEEMS MOST EFF

THUS ENDANGEI
THE VER
ANC
e

THEORIES.




DON‘T
REMIND
ME.

Y

YOU'RE -
ALWAYS LURKING

ABOUT,

d

AREN‘T




IT'S
CALLFALLING
. _INTO PLACE .

QUITES]NICELY,

26

NSER!
SUSPICIOUS. =

‘THINK OF HUNDREDS
OF WAYS THIS CA-N e

LHAVE SET
s
N [TALL UP TO
GO RIGHT.
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gy,

T

N

HAFFEI TO BE
MISPLACELD...

Bur...

IF my

FARITH
SHOULO

| 27



PETER MANY TIMES
WANTS TO —THIS DO YOU WANT

SEE ME? ISA ME TO TELL
JOKE, 7

BELIEVE
IT.

| okaY. \
L COKAY... N

THIS
COULD CHANGE
EVERYTHING
FOR YOU.

A\

50, WHEN

DOES HE ". —
NT TO

ONE
O’CLOCK.

YOU'VE
GOT PLENTY
. OF TIME.

WE’RE ON
THE LOWER
LEVELS...
. REMEMBER/?/

DAMN 1T,
ROBERT! HE’S
IN THE UPPER

ciry/
© SRS

IS FAST..

HEH... )
GOOD TO SEE HE
CAN STILL MOVE

WHE#OHE HAS
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